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language of his own culture, using traditional Zulu materials and artefacts (woven
beadwork and ancestral totem poles). According to Khanyile's explanatory text,
the images seen in So, [ am aiso affirm the physical and spiritual connection
between all people

'Lexicons and Labyrinths' is a commendable initiative in developing an
iconography on the genome in Southern Africa. in terms of educating the public,
however, | suspect that few people have seen the exhibition as a whole, traversing
the SA Museum for that purpose. in addition, some works may be too cbscure for
the average museumgoer to grasp their meaning. Lighting, security measures, as
well as the maintenance of artworks and guiding documents, are other teething
problems in a valiant collaboration to place artwork amongst science exhibits

A visit to the concurrent public art competition exhibition, 'What is Life?', on the
ground fioor, complements the curated exhibition of invited artists. One exhibition
space displays the work of 80 artists who have interpreted social and ethical
issues connected to the Human Genome Project, with an emphasis on our
African context
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Sue Nepgen is a student of Art Criticism, currently studying for her Masters in
Education at the University of Cape Town
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