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Curiosity CLXXV —
curating the university

Exhibition hall: Once an empty space, the exhibition hall at Hiddingh
campus s now filled with UCT mamorabilia.

Tutu tima: (From left) Fritha Langerman, Pippa Skotees and Gwen
Embden model the tutus on loan from the ballet school,

As the tutus arrive, the three
artists - Plppa Skotnes, Gwan
Embden, and Fritha Langerman
= pounce on them with delight.
More treasures o add to an
alrendy burgeoning collection of
artefacts gathared from around
the university.

Ballet is but one of the many dis-
;iplinl--: reflected at UCT, and the
dance school has also come o the
party, offering some of its cos-
tuines for the exhibition entitled
L'u;'p;hn'!,- CLXXV: Curating the
L’il.il\.-l_'l'ﬂ.il'!.'

Skotnes explains the rationale
behind the exhibition, which
will be housed in 175 cabinets in
H:||.|d:|r|;|;_|'| Hall, on the CATAPUS
where UCT had its origins as the
South African College founded in
182%

“Some tme, al the beginning,
of the year, | got the message that
the ¥C would like something
frommn e pv.'-rfnrmi.ng_ and crea-
Hve arts o celebrabe the 175th
anmiversary, Al first | thought of
putting 1-:rg-|,"|h|."r 10 cabinets - ane
for each of the 10 yvears of democ-
racy = but then once Gwen and
Fritha came on board it suddenly
amamed Beeeible o da srvmatlulae
curating 175 cabinets.”

The three women all have a
similar background and training
and an interest in musecums and
curatorship, Thus their interest is
ik -::-nl:.' in the diversity of schol-
arship at the undversity, but in
creating an exhibition arouncd the
theme of “curiosities”, recalling
the Wonder Cabinets of “gentle-
men L*\.pl-::-n‘-rh" wiha iravelled
thi world collecting stramge and
izarre artefacts.

From the original idea they have
traced the origin of this kind of
display bevond the early mosdern
to the mediaeval obsession with
saints’ relbes, often regarded as
objects of magical power. Dotted
I,hmu!_'.hnul are references o the
clergy who had a big hand in the
carly formation of UCT.

Indeed, the curators of this exhi-
bitbon did travel the university,
ferreting oull interesting odds and
ends from all thie nooks and cranm
mies of this -:'|'lr.11.'.'li1'|p-. Campus,

Lucy's h:u: Pippa Skotnes with
Lucy Lloyd's original display
cabinet.

finding it particularly interesting
o discover where people worked
and what they did, Embden
claims 1'|"u'_1.' may well have seen
175 people in the process.

They also found a willing ally
in June Hosford of the lziko Mus
eums whio has been looking akber
UCTs collections there

exhibition where

art “resides in the
curatorship rather than
the making of objects”

Ther result is a collection of enor
mous 1.'.1:ri-|'t:|.'_ ;_.:_..'nl:l:l-:'n'd I:-.l;.;-:'l.hrr
under one roof in whal was once
an empty spade, and which is miow
being put together in cabinets
ru,':l'h'-n._'Linl.: I._l:.'-.*ra of mecaning relal-
ing 1o the academic enterprise,
with titles like "Chiadrivium” and
*Articulation”®.

What the curators all agree on
is that the exhibition |'|'II'I.¢||.'iI\.!lI,:|'~||!|
resembdes the Pirtt Biver Museuam
at Uhikord Ulnaversity, -.mlg.' {70 4 O
they are playvimg with by pology
im wery different ways, This s an
“art” exhibition where arl “resides
in the |_'I;Ir_'lhll"~|h:|F" rather than the
making of obgects”,

Four television sets will also
play interviews with Professor

Slaarten de Wit talking aboast

the first million years of the
earth's formation, Professor John
F".prLinFI;nn and Cedrnice Foggpen FH.'H:‘|
talking about seasonality, DVC
Professor Thandabaniu Nhlapo
or, among other things, custom-
ary law. and Dr Helen Moffett and
Professor Tim Noakes on crickel
In addition, several people have
been asked to wrile lterary picces
to accompany the exhibition

UCT research reports from the
past 10 years are being cut into
strips and sewn on o acadermic
gowns, which the deans of the
various faculties will be asked to
wear ab the opening.

Among the cabinels you will
find Lucy Llovd's original display
\.IJ]."I:'H,I.] rd 1| il_'l:.'l.‘l wiorked ¢ |'\.|'h-'."|:.
with Willelm Bleek on the record-
img of the stories of the [ Xam
people in the 19th century). The
cupboard s Skotnes’ porsonal pos-
session, and she is delighted o be
able to return to it some of Llovd's
Banks and skin instrumaents made
for her by the / Xam, including a
d.in..'l:l.j_.: rattle sewn oul of ‘]"'Fi“H'
bok ears (on loan from the Kirby
Callection, another UCT treaswre).

From the Avian Demography
Uinit there are bird maps, which
oundaries (presumably because
thiese boundaries have ﬁ;“ﬂ'lﬁl‘.‘l]‘.lhh-
cal features), and the stermums
and pelvises of blue cranes.

O of ithe first people o offer
his help was the now metived
Professor Dieon Knobel, former
head of forensic '|'l.1||1|.||11|e;'.-' and
hl'-u-:_'nh:-ﬁ'.'. whio contributed ems
like the stiletio shoe which was
il &4 & urder WA, COMm-
-|_'|I|_-I:|,- with the bit of human skull i
W Fh,'m-lr..\tn!

And in a cabinet housing con-
tainers yvou'll find the butterscoteh
tin belonging to the Registrar
Hugh Amsore which houses his
running medals,

“Cibjects have an extraordi-
nary mobility of meaning,” says
Skotnes. “We hope that this act
of curatorship will generate new
ideas about UCT collections,”

"Cu riasly CLXXV: Curtling the
Limrpersaly opens o Motemiber dd
will be on display unlil March nexd
weirr. AW

On display: the platanna frog (abovae) from which the modern-day pregnancy test was derived, here at UCT, one of the cabinets takes form (centre), and a stiletto shoo (courtesy of foren-

sic medicing) once used as a murder weapon, complete with plece of skull bone still attached [abova right).
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